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January 28-29, 2012





Scripture


John 3:1-21





Key Verse


"Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth."


Colossians 3:2 (ESV)





Authority


Jesus was fully God and fully man.





Awe


Jesus was fully man but never sinned.





Application


I can trust Jesus because He knows how I feel.





Sitting at the Table


During a snack this week, serve your child a heart shaped snack and talk about this week’s Bible lesson.





Preparing a parent’s heart�


JESUS KNOWS OUR HEART


"For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” A Bible verse so famous you even see the reference “John 3:16” on a big poster board at sporting events. You may know this verse well, but have you really meditated on this verse? It is truly the Bible condensed in a verse and it’s the words of Jesus spoken long ago to Nicodemus and spoken to us today. 





Skip Heitzig in his book "Jesus Up Close" states it this way, "Human life reproduces human life, but it cannot produce spiritual life. Nothing done by human effort could ever generate the transformation Nicodemus knew he needed. So many of his contemporaries were attempting to do the impossible --- bring life out of lifeless ritual." 





Nicodemus was searching for meaning and significance in his very strict, legalistic life. Outwardly he seemed content, but there was a stirring in his heart for more. Reflect on your life today. Are you caught up in a bunch of lifeless rituals using human efforts to bring about change in your life or those lives around you? Is your heart deeply changed and fully surrendered to the lordship of Jesus Christ as a result of meeting Him personally? We ask people if they’ve accepted Jesus as their personal Savior, and that’s great, but we shouldn’t simply accept new life in Jesus we need to live it! 





"…you have been saved…not of yourselves, it is the gift of God" Eph 2:8 





Preparing your child’s heart�


JESUS EXPLAINS ETERNAL LIFE TO NICODEMUS


There once was a very important man named Nicodemus. He was a Jewish religious leader, a Pharisee. Nicodemus was sneaking around at night while everyone else was in their houses because he wanted to talk to Jesus and he didn’t want anyone to know. Jesus said that Nicodemus had a dark heart. He did wrong things. The Bible says we have all done wrong things...we tell lies...we take things from other people....we don't obey mom and dad....we want our way and not God's way. When we don't obey God, it's called sin. We all have sinned and we have dark hearts. Nicodemus had a dark heart also because he wasn't believing in Jesus. 





Nicodemus wanted to ask Jesus how to get to heaven to live with God. Jesus said, "Nicodemus, you have to be born again if you want to have life in heaven with God." Nicodemus did not understand what it meant to be born again so Jesus explained it. He told Nicodemus, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16). Jesus wanted Nicodemus to know God! Jesus died on the cross to pay for all our sins so we can go to heaven and have a right relationship with God. When we believe in Jesus and let Jesus be the leader in our hearts, He takes our dark sinful heart and He makes it clean like snow. It is wonderful to be forgiven by Jesus.





Pick a quiet time and place for you and your child to relax and be comfortable. This can be a bedtime story for your child or mid-day quiet time. You can use the story on the opposite side of this paper or use your favorite children's Bible. The story is based on John 3:1-21. After reading the story, pray together to thanking God for His power to heal and even to raise Lazarus from the dead. Our God can do anything! 











This is the last week we will be focusing on Colossians 3:2 "Set your minds on things above, not on things that are on earth.” (ESV) Use the sample motions on the memory verse sheet to help your child with this new verse. Make it fun for your child to hide God's Word in his heart, reminding your child the importance of hiding God's Word in our hearts and minds. 











Focus on the character trait of thanksgiving today. Start a family list of things that you are thankful for. Keep taking turns listing things that you are each thankful for and write them down. Make a rule that no one can repeat what another person said, but must think of a new thing they are thankful for. These can be more obvious things like food and shelter, but also little things like the birds chirping in the morning or sweet kisses from your preschooler. This list might be something you can continue to add onto on a regular basis. Cultivate an attitude of gratitude! 











Sometimes we refer to Nicodemus as “Nic at Night” since he came to Jesus at nighttime. Take a night time walk with your child today. Look at the stars and talk about the gift of eternal life that Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about. Look up at the stars and thank God for heaven and the promise that all who receive the free gift of eternal life will someday enjoy it. 











Have you thanked the volunteers who serve in your child's room on weekends lately? Pray with your child thanking God for volunteers in his/her room. Adult and junior volunteers do a wonderful job in ministering to your child. Think of a way to show the volunteers in your child's room your appreciation for ministering to your child this weekend. It could be as simple as saying "thank you" with a smiling face or a little personal drawing from your child. Or, simply share with them about how your child is growing in Jesus because of the weekend services. 
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